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Leah Watkins

Dear Faculty and Staff, 
 
I had the opportunity recently to be interviewed by one of the students at SFE. This young lady,
Gracie Graves, had the opportunity to shadow her mother, Pam Graves, here at Central Office
for "Bring Your Child to Work Day." I thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to speak with Gracie
regarding the importance of our profession. With that being said, I want to thank you for all you
do! In honor of National Teacher Appreciation Week, I would like to take the opportunity to
thank all of our teachers and support staff for the work they do every day for our students!
 
   
 
 
 
 

With speech and language disorders ranking among the most common disabilities in
children, parents and teachers are encouraged to learn the signs—and seek an evaluation
—if they have concerns about their child’s ability to communicate. Obion County Schools
speech-language pathologists, Denise Wright, Michelle Buchanan and Julie Cunningham,
offer timely guidance for families because May is recognized nationally as Better Hearing
& Speech Month.
Speech and language disorders are evaluated and treated by speech-language
pathologists. Speech is the ability to produce speech sounds using the mouth, lips, and
tongue. A child may say sounds the wrong way, repeat sounds and words, or be
otherwise difficult to understand. Language is the ability to use and put words together
and to understand others’ words. A child may have trouble understanding questions,
following directions, or naming objects. Early speech and language treatment set a child
up for future school and social success.
                                                                        
                                                                                   Denise Wright, MS, CCC-SLP
                                                                                    Speech Language Pathologist
                                                                                    jwright@ocboe.com
 
                                                                                    Michelle Buchanan, SLP
                                                                                    Speech Language Pathologist
                                                                                    ebuchanan@ocboe.com
 
                                                                                    Julie Cunningham, SLP
                                                                                    Speech Language Pathologist
                                                                                    jcunningham@ocboe.com



Early Learning

By Vikki Hayslett
 
Pre-k Planting Project
Ridgemont pre-k has been studying the unit Nature All
Around Us.  They have read books, written and drawn
pictures, and had rich discussions about animals and
nature and the changes that occur. They are raising
caterpillars right now which are in their final stage of
chrysalis before they become a butterfly. They are also
learning about gardening, which included learning the parts
of a flower. Ridgemont pre-k has taken what had been
learned about gardening and is applying it by “gardening”
around Ridgemont. They started their work by planting
seeds in the pre-k flower beds located on the pre-k
playground. The students will be able to observe the
growing process from start to finish. Next, it was decided
that they would help their school by cleaning out the back
flower beds and planting flowers there. The kids loved it!
Lisa Tucker, the pre-k teacher, said, “They enjoyed
working together as a team, and it was wonderful to watch.
The conversations that took place were amazing! They
problem solved and talked through situations, and in most
instances worked it out together without the help of a
teacher. I was very proud of each and every one of them. It
was hard work, but you could not tell by the smiles and
laughter.” After the hard work of cleaning out the back
flower beds, they planted flowers. They accomplished a
task put before them with dirt and sweat and big smiles!
Hats off to Mrs. Lisa (pre-k teacher) and Mrs. Elizabeth
(EA) for allowing these students to apply their learning
while, at the same time, developing Ridgemont pride in
these early learners!

In the M

iddle

By Lesa Scillion

Congratulations to the sixth grade social studies students
under the direction of teacher Brian Moffitt for hosting a
very successful event entitled “History Alive” at Black Oak
Elementary School. To prepare for the event, students
worked in groups to research information about various
countries and cultures for several weeks. Additionally,
each group designed and built a model to depict the
country they researched. Projects were displayed in the
school’s gymnasium for parents, friends, relatives, and
community members to view as the students presented
their research to visitors. Pictured above is a dragon
designed by one of the groups to represent China. The
picture below shows the outstanding attendance at the
first “History Alive” event. Well done, sixth grade!
 
 
 
 
 
 
As part of federal programs requirements, schools must
create various documents to communicate with families in
our schools. One of those documents is the School
Compact that is an agreement between families and the
school regarding how to help students succeed. Our
Federal Programs Consultant viewed several of our
compacts recently and was very impressed by each one.
She presented our schools’ compacts to the entire
Northwest region as models other schools can use to
update their own compacts. Congratulations to each
school for this recognition!
 
Vikki Hayslett and Lesa Scillion, shown in the picture
above, along with Kimberly Jackson and Dr. Greg Barclay,
have been on the road recruiting teachers from UTM,
Union University, and Murray State University. We are
looking for the brightest and most passionate teacher
candidates to become a part of our Obion County team.
Recently, principals and supervisors, along with Dr. Leah
Watkins, spent time interviewing several outstanding
candidates to be prepared for any openings that may
occur. 
The month of March ended with a call for all students to
prepare to show what they know on the end of year
TNReady tests. The time has finally arrived for students to
do just that! Testing for all core subjects will be completed
the last week in April! Thank you, students and teachers,
for all the hard work you have done this year!



Food Service

By Judy Denman
 
Each year our cafeterias participate in
Coordinated School Health’s PICK week.  This is
a time when our elementary school cafeterias plan
lunch menus based on color and encourage our
students to PICK fruits and vegetables in a
rainbow of colors.  Each day during the week, a
different color of fruit and/or vegetable will be
highlighted.  This year, Ms. Angie and the ladies
at Black Oak made the week into an adventure.
All the students, faculty and staff were asked to
wear the color corresponding to the highlighted
fruit or vegetable for the day.  They also traveled
all across the state and highlighted food items
from different cities.  For example, Monday they
went to Knoxville and served hot dogs and
cheeseburgers—items you would get at a
Tennessee Volunteers’ game.  The color for the
day obviously was orange, and they also served
baby carrots and oranges.  It was an exciting
week and the students LOVED it!!
 
Obion Central received a grant to purchase two
breakfast carts and point-of-sale computers. They
will soon be mobile and will be taking breakfast
out into the school.  More to come next month….
 

Data and RTI

By Adam Stephens
 
Data
As we approach the end of another year of testing, I
would like to remind everyone about the
accountability procedures that are in place for this
year’s TNReady results. As a district, we will only be
held accountable for math and ELA. The science test
is a field test and will have no reported test scores.
The social studies test is operational this year, but
lacks enough baseline data for accountability
purposes – test data will be lacking for grades 3-5.
However, we will receive social studies data reports
for tested grade levels/subject areas, and TVAAS
scores will be calculated (when appropriate). 
Thankfully, this has been a fairly uneventful testing
cycle so the results should be free from the effects of
distracting events. As the results become available, I
will disseminate the information as soon as possible. 
 
RTI
We are in the middle of our AimswebPLUS pilot
program. All schools have implemented most of the
necessary aspects to help make the transition next
fall. The last phase will include progress monitoring of
a small group of students. All reports, tests, and
information related to this new program will be
available until July 31. If you want to see any of the
above listed items, please see your RTI teacher
leaders or email me with any questions.

OCCHS Bottle
Filling Station-
thank you CSH
and Maitenance



News from the Schools

Gregory Barclay is in his fourteenth year in the Obion County School System. He is currently 
principal at Obion County Central High School. He previously served as an assistant principal and
teacher in our system.  He is respected by his colleagues and his students.  He is an integral part
of education in Obion County.  
 
Mr. Barclay taught eighth grade language arts, English I, English II, psychology, and dual
enrollment English IV before becoming assistant principal at Central.  He shows a genuine
concern for his students and is active in all aspects of school life.  He is currently a member of the
Tennessee Rural Principals’ Network, having been chosen by the Commissioner of Education. 
He also serves as a trainer for our Administrator Academy in Obion County. He has had the
opportunity to support the learning needs of special needs students within his own classroom as
well as in his service as an LEA for IEP and behavioral meetings.  He brings much knowledge
and administrative experience to the position for which he has been chosen. We are excited to
see Dr. Barclay work with his team of educators to meet the needs of our students in special
education.  
 

Special 

 Education

Welcome to Dr. Barclay! 

 
For the last several weeks, students and teachers have been working to prepare for state testing. These preparations
have included both getting in that last bit of knowledge of the standards and getting mentally prepared for the task at
hand. Each week for the last six-weeks, we have had theme weeks. Each theme described a specific area to be
worked on for that week. The countdown culminated with a pep rally and special guest speaker on April 12.  
We were blessed to have Ms. Anna Bright return to Hillcrest to speak to the students about tackling the challenges we
face, such as state testing, and the importance of doing your best. Anna talked to the students about the importance of
doing your best in all that you do because that is what it takes to reach your goals. Reaching your goals is something
that Anna would know about. During her time at Hillcrest, Anna was a straight A student and played a pivotal role in the
Hillcrest softball team's winning multiple championships. Once in high school, Anna continued to do great things. She
ended her high school career as the valedictorian of the 2017 graduating class at Obion County Central. Anna is now
enrolled at the prestigious Vanderbilt University.  
Thank you to all of the Hillcrest teachers and students who have put in months of hard work and thank you to Anna
Bright for your inspiring words. Now it is time for Hillcrest to rock this test!!

Hillcrest



South Fulton Elementary

April has been a great month at South Fulton Elementary.   
We had a new self-serve lunch line installed during spring break. 
Students were welcomed back to this and loved it.  Our cafeteria
ladies have done a great job.
SFE hosted the April school board meeting.  We honored our Beta
Club, Choir, and Geography Bee winner.  
Our book fair was a huge success!  We surpassed our highest ever
intake for the book fair.  We are so thankful to our community for
their participation.
Spring Pictures were awesome. Thanks to the teachers and
everyone who helped with it. 
We had an amazing pep rally. SFMHS cheerleaders came and got
the kids excited with cheers and their dance routines.  
Thank you to Mrs. Christa Hankins and Mr. Eric Lipford for our
testing song and dance moves.
Our Beta students collected items for the Hope Lodge in Memphis. 
The Hope Lodge hosts cancer patients who stay for long term
treatments.  
Testing has been very successful at SFE.  All of our students have
really seemed to work hard during the testing.  Students have
reviewed goals and testing strategies.

Lake Road

3rd grade students visit the
Carson Center to see "The

Magic Treehouse." 

Lake Road Pre-K cowboys
and cowgirls were super
excited to have special

visitors today from the UTM
Rodeo.  The best part was
getting autographs from the

rodeo clown, announcer,
queen, cowboy, & cowgirl in

our writing journals!

The 2019 OC Middle School Soccer
Team at their final match of the season.
Coaches: Tracy Dyer and Kim Cooper.
Team Members: (not in order) Bryson
Warren, Alex Carpenter, Jacob Cochran,
Cooper Forrester, Kail Leake, Cameron
Lowrance, Ruben Mejia, Kaydence
McWherter, Grant Rickert, Colten Rudd,
Nicholas Ward, Norah Kendall, Juan
Guerrero, Dulce Mandujano, Elena
Ramirez, Antonio Rodriguez, Francisco
Sanchez, Gustavo Sanchez, Jayer
Sanchez, Juan Sanchez, Jasmin Tejeda, 
Maurisio Acevedo, Allison Lamb, Diego
Lopez (not pictured).
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Ridgemont eighth grade students
performed their rendition of “We’re All In
This Together” from Disney’s High School
Musical during the TNReady Pep Rally.
 

Ridgemont



Black Oak

Black Oak Students Take the Lead
 
We are so excited about the projects that our students have created over the past couple of months.  The
students became the teacher as they presented their information and creations to fellow students, parents,
and special guests.  Black Oak was soaring during two nights in April as students stepped out of their
comfort zones to share what they had learned.  The students who were able to visit Washington, D.C., this
year took everyone on a “Tour of the Capital,” while our 6th grade students brought history to life in our
gymnasium.  
Over the course of the year, students have studied, investigated, and imagined the Nation’s Capital.
Nothing could compare to the first moments when they saw the buildings and monuments come to life. All
the questions and wonderment were lived, sparking a greater appreciation for the United States of
America. First and foremost, they learned what it means to be an American and what it takes to be free in
this country. They were touched to see the memorials of the ones who made our country and the lives that
were given to grant us such freedoms. 
As they returned home with this experience, the students wanted to give back to their school and
community. They wanted others to perceive Washington, D.C., as they had, so they set out to be the tour
guides. They were challenged to create numerous memorials and buildings that shaped D.C. and
themselves.  After weeks at work, they presented their displays as the tour guides for all the parents and
students in the school.  They fought back the nervousness and spoke with pride- pride for our country and
military.
While our History Club students created their presentations based on what they had seen in D.C., our 
#HistoryAlive was the culmination of jigsaw learning that took place in our sixth-grade social studies
classes. Students explored the ancient civilizations of Rome, Greece, and China. 
Along with group presentations and weekly update videos, student groups were charged with creating
historic artifacts they felt best conveyed specific history standards. 
Students’ artifacts included the Great Wall of China, a Minecraft version of the Silk Road and Chinese
village, a Trojan horse, original play, original song featuring a live guitar, Chinese fire-breathing dragon,
clay topographical map, Greek Parthenon, interactive 3D Roman tour, Roman Colosseum and gladiators,
Chinese lantern, and several Sway presentations. 
Students presented their artifacts and answered questions from parents and guests. We had an incredible
turnout for our students with some very positive feedback for their creations and hard work.
Watching our students venture into the new role of instructor was such an amazing site to behold.  We are
so proud of our students along with their teachers, Mrs. Kayce Jones and Mr. Brian Moffitt.  Letting kids
stretch their minds and broaden their experiences can be a challenge, but one worth accepting.
 



SFMHS

South Fulton Class of 2019 is gearing up for graduation.  They are finishing up
their classes, getting ready for finals, and filling out all of their scholarship
applications.  We are so proud of all our students.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Juniors and Seniors had a wonderful night at Oak Hill Mill in Palmersville. 
Everyone had a great time and stayed safe.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our very own Mrs. Melanie Curlin was recognized as the Twin Cities Educator of
the Year.
 
Top awards per grade level for SFM at the UTM Math Competition are left to
right: 6th grade Stewart Connor, 7th grade Natalie Duty, 8th grade Logan
Cromika. SFM was represented by 18 students, six per grade level.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theater students have spent the last week writing a script and creating paper
costumes and props using nursery rhymes. Their challenge was to then pair up
and combine their scripts and create paper costumes and props that fit the new
story. They’ve worked hard to create costumes that can be worn more than once
so that they can rehearse and present their skits in class.
 
 
The 2019 Prom Queen and King, as voted by the juniors and seniors, are Lexie
Watkins and Blake Johnson.
 



OCCHS

The OCCHS FFA has had such a
successful year! There are many
accolades with Tanner Nichols

bringing home the biggest
accomplishment of all! Tanner

received the State Star Placement
Award.

OCCHS FFA State Degree
Recipients

Lane Partin received the State
Award for Grain Production.

April Kiwanis Students of
the Month

UT Martin Math
Competition

OCCHS HOSA Competitors
Your 2019 HOSA SLC qualifiers!

Great job, ladies! Congratulations to
Parker Ferguson (5th in nursing

assisting) and Kaylee Cook (5th in
dental terminology).

A select group of Mr.
Anthony Miller's MLR

students have been working
on this SPECTACULAR

Harley Davidson motorcycle
in preparation for a national
competition through Harley

Davidson!

OCCHS FCCLA competitors
OCCHS FCCLA competitors did a fantastic
job at their state competition! Culinary Arts
students and Focus on Children received
SILVER and Group Life Event Planning

received GOLD! These students are Culinary
Arts and Human Studies students. Teachers

Michelle Bruner and Amy Montgomery are the
FCCLA sponsors.


